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     Assistant Principals Report 
Ben Ridge 

 

I would like to congratulate all of the students for 

transitioning into 2024 in such a positive way. We are proud of 

the support that has been provided within each of the          

classrooms. Students are accessing their schedules, Zones and 

Regulation toolboxes and have been engaging actively in the 

yard.  

Child Safety Training 

Each year all school staff including teachers, education support 

staff and school council members completed a Child Safe     

training. This training covers all of the Child Safe standards.  

Junior Park Rangers 

Last Friday a group of students from the 7/9 pod travelled to 

Kyabram to attend the Junior Park Rangers Program. The     

students will complete a program that will run for ten weeks, 

the program will introduce the students to a range of animals, 

their habitats and the range of roles that are present at the Ky-

abram Fauna Park. 

Student Support Group Meetings (pupil free) 

Please remember that Friday the 23rd of February is the whole 

school Student Support Group meeting day. Please book an   

appointment through SENTRAL. If you need support please 

contact the classroom teacher regarding this. 

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support 

At school we have implemented a new positive reward system. 

When a student exhibits an expected behaviour staff will       

present the student with a card. The card has the school value of 

Respect, Responsibility and Inclusion. Students take the card to 

their class and this is recorded. 

Cohuna Swimming Carnival 

We are holding a swimming carnival at the Cohuna Pool. The 
students will travel by bus to Cohuna and will participate in a 
range of activities, students will have an opportunity to go on 
the slide as well. The Grade 3/6 students will go on Monday 4th 
of March and the Year 7/12 students will go on Tuesday 5th of 
March.  
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Echuca Twin Rivers 

Specialist School  

acknowledges the     

history, culture,        

diversity, and value of 

all Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait              

Islanders, and pays  

respect to their elders 

past and  present, as 

well as   acknowledging 

future  generations.  

 

  

**MENTAL HEALTH  

PRACTITIONER** 

 

Mental Health Practitioner Initiative in 
Secondary Schools 

 

Since the beginning of the year, Shayna 
Davis has been employed in the MHP role 
2 days per week. Shayna’s role has been 
supporting the wellbeing of our Secondary 
students. For more information on the 
Mental Health Practitioners in Specialist 
Schools initiative see the Department 
website.  

Mental health practitioners in secondary 
and specialist schools | Victorian        
Government (www.vic.gov.au) 

 

Please note, referral and parental/carer 
consent will be required for the MHP    
service. There will be an     activity put on 
Sentral under “Mental Health Practitioner 
Initiative” for you to fill in if you are happy 
for Shayna to see your child.  

 

If you would like to speak to Shayna to 
learn more about the MHP service, please 
contact her on 5410 7700 or via email: 
shayna.davis@education.vic.gov.au 

 
 
 

**NDIS NAVIGATOR** 

 
New National Disability Insurance 
Scheme (NDIS) Navigator service to 
support parents and carers 

 
Our school is excited to be part of the 
NDIS Navigators initiative. NDIS           
navigators will be in all Victorian          
government schools by 2025 to help you       
navigate and understand the NDIS and 
get the most out of the supports available 
for your child. 

 
Shayna Davis will be taking on the NDIS 
Navigator role for 2 days per week in   
addition to her Mental Health Practitioner 
role. 

 

 

Shayna can assist with: 

 

• Providing information and advice on 
the NDIS and available supports,         
including guidance on where to look for 
services and supports. NDIS navigators 
will not recommend specific providers but 
may provide   advice for parents/carers on 
how to make the best selection for their 
child. 

• Provide guidance to parents/carers on 
how to apply to the NDIS and what they 
need to consider, including any           
documented evidence to support the   
application. 

• Promoting the review processes   
available to parents/carers if their child’s 
NDIS plan is not meeting their needs. 

• Assisting parents/carers to access 
NDIS Local area coordination partners for 
advice and support. 

• Support parents/carers to understand 
the structure of the NDIS and how to   
navigate and engage with the system, of 

Advice on how to raise questions or con-
cerns with the NDIA or NDIS funded    
organisations. 

 

Shayna will start making connect with 
families in 2024 to offer NDIS support. 

 
Please contact Shayna on 5410 7700 or 
via email: 
shayna.davis@education.vic.gov.au 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vic.gov.au%2Fmental-health-practitioners-secondary-and-specialist-schools&data=05%7C01%7CJenni.Candy%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ce00081947e044a0af15608dbf6dc1a06%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vic.gov.au%2Fmental-health-practitioners-secondary-and-specialist-schools&data=05%7C01%7CJenni.Candy%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ce00081947e044a0af15608dbf6dc1a06%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vic.gov.au%2Fmental-health-practitioners-secondary-and-specialist-schools&data=05%7C01%7CJenni.Candy%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ce00081947e044a0af15608dbf6dc1a06%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a
mailto:shayna.davis@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:shayna.davis@education.vic.gov.au


Willow the 

Wellbeing 

Dog 

 

We would like to encourage all our families/carers to  use the    

Sentral Parent Portal. It is a free app that can be    downloaded on 

your phone, iPad or computer. This app allows you to enter future 

and current absences, contact the school and your child's teacher,     

access the school    calendar, student reports, book parent teacher 

interviews, view school documents and receive notification and     

messages from the school. New families and families that have not 

accessed this portal will received information    regarding this today.  

If you require any help at all with this please do not hesitate to    

contact Jenni in the office on   5410 7700 or in person. 

SENTRAL—PARENT PORTAL 

                                                                            

 PBS Targeted Behaviour 
 

We support each other to learn 



2024 

 BUS 
STAFF 

 

Rushworth:  

0418 322 861 

Neil, Anne & Sharon 

 

Cohuna:  

0418 847 627 

Alan & Jess  

 

Elmore: 

0427 685 124 

Bill, Kevin, Jan,  
Sandra & Mirinda 

 

Kyabram:  

0448 981 278 

Peter & Megan 

 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM 

THE OFFICE 
Jenni Tracey 

Conveyance Allowance Applications 

Eligibility 

An application on behalf of a student may be submitted if the student is: 

•              a Victorian resident; 

•              school aged and enrolled three or more days per week at a school; and  

•              attends a specialist school  

A student  who meets the above requirements may be eligible if they:   

•              reside 4.8km or more by the shortest practicable route from the school 

attended  

                by private car from home to nearest bus stop or to school  

If you reside 4.8km from your nearest bus stop & you think you may be eligible for 

Conveyance Allowance please contact Tracey or Jenni for an application form. 

Application forms need to be in no later than 1st March 2024 

The CSE Funding application is only for families who circumstances 

have changed or haven’t previously filled in an applications.            

Currently CSEF families to do need to reapply. 
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Our Vision 
To provide     

inclusive and 

engaging   

learning that 

empowers all 

students for life 

 

 

 

Our Values 
Be Respectful       

Be Inclusive       

Be Responsible 





OUR SCHOOL 

Echuca Twin Rivers  

Specialist School        

provides education for 

children ages 5-18 

years with intellectual 

and  associated        

disabilities. It services 

the Campaspe and 

Murray Shire area.  

The school prides    

itself on having an 

open and welcoming 

environment that    

encourages parent and 

community              

participation.  

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Echuca Twin Rivers Specialist School 
66 Wilkinson Drive 
ECHUCA  VIC  3564 

Phone: (03) 5410 7700 press 1 
 

echuca.twin.rivers.ss@education.vic.gov.au   
https://ww.echucass.vic.edu.au 




