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 Welcome back 

Welcome back to all of our students and families.  We are looking 

forward to an exciting year with many activities and learning      

already planned.  We hope you had a relaxing and restful break and 

are ready to jump in to 2024.   

Yarning day 

Thank you to the families that were able to make it to our “Yarning 

day”.  The feedback I have received so far has been extremely     

positive.  Families were able to meet with the classroom staff and 

discuss the best ways to support their child.  It was the first step in 

creating positive connections between home and school.  I’m keen 

to hear feedback from others about what they thought of the day.  

Connection between school and home is vital, we want to make 

positive connections with all of families.  This includes               

communicating with families via their preferred method, creating 

opportunities for families to visit the school and most importantly 

celebrate the successes of all students.  We also want to connect 

with the community and other schools, especially the primary 

school.  Keep an eye out for upcoming events 

SSG day 

Our SSG day will be Friday 23rd February.  SSG’s differ from our 

Yarning day in that SSG’s focus specifically on learning goals.     

Students (and younger siblings) are welcome to attend.  If you are 

not able to make it in person we are happy to complete it via phone 

call or online. 

Lunch orders 

Lunch orders are Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  These are    

completed online.  Information is included in this newsletter and 

on Facebook.  The menu is amazing, fresh and is reasonably priced.  

Start times 

Students can be on site from 8:45am.  This is when staff go on duty.  
The health and safety of students is paramount to us, as it is to you.  
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Echuca Twin Rivers 

Specialist School  

acknowledges the     

history, culture,        

diversity, and value of 

all Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait              

Islanders, and pays  

respect to their elders 

past and  present, as 

well as   acknowledging 

future  generations.  

 

  

New staff 

We are excited to announce several new 

staff, along with some returning staff 

members. 

 

Stephanie Ashley- Performing arts and 

tutor F-6 

 

Sarah Cherry- Performing arts and       

tutor 7-12 

 

Emma Taylor- F-2  

 

Bonnie Webb- VL 

 

Sarah Ollerenshaw- F-2 

 

 

 

 

Luke Gray- VL 

 

 

 

 

 

Tyana Tucker- F-2 

 

 

 

 

Leanne Boyd- VL 

Swimming sports 

We will be holding our swimming 

sports in Cohuna again this year.  

Cohuna is the perfect setting for 

our sports because many of our 

students come from there, it is  

quiet and we can book out the    

entire pool area.  Plus, there is a 

water slide!  The sports will be held 

on Monday 4th March (Grades 3-6) 

and Tuesday 5th March (Years 7-

12). 

Buses 

A reminder to call the bus and 

school if your child is absent.  The 

numbers are always available on 

the newsletter.  Also, contact the 

school and the bus if your address 

changes. 

School council 

Shortly we will be holding school 

council elections.  Contact me if 

you would like to be on school 

council.  We meet twice a term to 

discuss the running of the school.  

It is wonderful to get parent        

involvement to shape our amazing 

school. 



**MENTAL HEALTH PRACTITIONER** 

 

Mental Health Practitioner Initiative in Secondary Schools 

 

Since the beginning of the year, Shayna Davis has been employed in the MHP role 2 days per week. 
Shayna’s role has been supporting the wellbeing of our Secondary students. For more information on the 
Mental Health Practitioners in Specialist Schools initiative see the Department website.  

Mental health practitioners in secondary and specialist schools | Victorian Government (www.vic.gov.au) 

 

Please note, referral and parental/carer consent will be required for the MHP service. There will be an     
activity put on Sentral under “Mental Health Practitioner Initiative” for you to fill in if you are happy for 
Shayna to see your child.  

 

If you would like to speak to Shayna to learn more about the MHP service, please contact her on 5410 7700 
or via email: shayna.davis@education.vic.gov.au 

 
 
 

**NDIS NAVIGATOR** 

 
New National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) Navigator service to support parents and carers 

 
Our school is excited to be part of the NDIS Navigators initiative. NDIS navigators will be in all Victorian  
government schools by 2025 to help you navigate and understand the NDIS and get the most out of the 
supports available for your child. 

 
Shayna Davis will be taking on the NDIS Navigator role for 2 days per week in addition to her Mental Health 
Practitioner role. 

 
Shayna can assist with: 

 

• Providing information and advice on the NDIS and available supports, including guidance on where to 
look for services and supports. NDIS navigators will not recommend specific providers but may provide   
advice for parents/carers on how to make the best selection for their child. 

• Provide guidance to parents/carers on how to apply to the NDIS and what they need to consider,      
including any documented evidence to support the application. 

• Promoting the review processes available to parents/carers if their child’s NDIS plan is not meeting their 
needs. 

• Assisting parents/carers to access NDIS Local area coordination partners for advice and support. 

• Support parents/carers to understand the structure of the NDIS and how to navigate and engage with 
the system, of 

Advice on how to raise questions or concerns with the NDIA or NDIS funded organisations. 

 

Shayna will start making connect with families in 2024 to offer NDIS support. 

 
Please contact Shayna on 5410 7700 or via email: shayna.davis@education.vic.gov.au 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vic.gov.au%2Fmental-health-practitioners-secondary-and-specialist-schools&data=05%7C01%7CJenni.Candy%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ce00081947e044a0af15608dbf6dc1a06%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a
mailto:shayna.davis@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:shayna.davis@education.vic.gov.au


Willow the 

Wellbeing 

Dog 

 

We would like to encourage all our families/carers to  use the Sen-

tral Parent Portal. It is a free app that can be    downloaded on your 

phone, iPad or computer. This app allows you to enter future and 

current absences, contact the school and your child's teacher,     

access the school    calendar, student reports, book parent teacher 

interviews, view school documents and receive notification and     

messages from the school. New families and families that have not 

accessed this portal will received information    regarding this today.  

If you require any help at all with this please do not hesitate to    

contact Jenni in the office on   5410 7700 or in person. 

SENTRAL—PARENT PORTAL 

                                                                            

 PBS Targeted Behaviour 
 

We follow directions from all 
staff 



2024 

 BUS 
STAFF 

 

Rushworth:  

0418 322 861 

Neil, Anne & Sharon 

 

Cohuna:  

0418 847 627 

Alan & Jess  

 

Elmore: 

0427 685 124 

Bill, Kevin, Jan,  
Sandra & Mirinda 

 

Kyabram:  

0448 981 278 

Peter & Megan 

 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM 

THE OFFICE 
Jenni Tracey 

Conveyance Allowance Applications 

Eligibility 

An application on behalf of a student may be submitted if the student is: 

•              a Victorian resident; 

•              school aged and enrolled three or more days per week at a school; and  

•              attends a specialist school  

A student  who meets the above requirements may be eligible if they:   

•              reside 4.8km or more by the shortest practicable route from the school 

attended  

                by private car from home to nearest bus stop or to school  

If you reside 4.8km from your nearest bus stop & you think you may be eligible for 

Conveyance Allowance please contact Tracey or Jenni for an application form. 

Application forms need to be in no later than 1st March 2024 

The CSE Funding application is only for families who circumstances 

have changed or haven’t previously filled in an applications.            

Currently CSEF families to do need to reapply. 



 

LUNCH ORDERS 

Below are details on how to log 

into the online ordering       

system and the menu. If you 

have any queries please do not 

hesitate to contact the school. 



 



 

  

 

 

Our Vision 
To provide     

inclusive and 

engaging   

learning that 

empowers all 

students for life 

 

 

 

Our Values 
Be Respectful       

Be Inclusive       

Be Responsible 



OUR SCHOOL 

Echuca Twin Rivers  

Specialist School        

provides education for 

children ages 5-18 

years with intellectual 

and  associated        

disabilities. It services 

the Campaspe and 

Murray Shire area.  

The school prides    

itself on having an 

open and welcoming 

environment that    

encourages parent and 

community              

participation.  

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Echuca Twin Rivers Specialist School 
66 Wilkinson Drive 
ECHUCA  VIC  3564 

Phone: (03) 5410 7700 press 1 
 

echuca.twin.rivers.ss@education.vic.gov.au   
https://ww.echucass.vic.edu.au 


