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Work has now commenced on our 

exciting new hydrotherapy pool 

project, and it is wonderful to see 

the project beginning to take 

shape. Fencing has been  installed around the construction 

area to ensure the safety of our students, staff and visitors. 

Where possible, sections of the fencing have been designed to 

provide safe viewing areas so that students can observe the 

progress and see first-hand how the building  develops. 

There will be increased truck and construction activity around 

the school during this time, so we ask everyone to take extra 

care when travelling near the school and to follow any          

directions from construction staff. 

The pool is currently scheduled for completion in April 2027. 

This is a significant project for our school, and we look         

forward to seeing the many opportunities it will provide for 

our students in the future. 
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Student Support Group Meetings 

Thank you to all the families who took the time to meet with teachers and school 

staff for our recent Student Support Group (SSG) meetings. These meetings are an 

important part of working in partnership with families and ensuring that everyone 

has a shared understanding of each student's strengths, needs, goals and progress. 

SSGs provide an opportunity to celebrate student achievements, discuss areas for 

further development and work together to identify the best ways to support each  

student. Strong partnerships between home and school make a real difference to  

student learning and wellbeing, and we greatly value the knowledge and insights that 

families bring to these conversations. 

Book Week 

Book Week is just around the corner, with celebrations taking 

place from Monday 24 August to Friday 28 August. 

There are a range of exciting activities planned throughout the 

week to encourage our students to develop a love of books, 

stories, characters and reading. 

The week will culminate in our much-anticipated Book Week 

Parade on Friday 28 August. We encourage students to 

come dressed as a favourite book character and join in the fun. Families and friends 

are warmly invited to attend the parade and celebrate with us. It is always a         

wonderful opportunity to see the creativity and enthusiasm of our students and staff. 

Anti-Bullying Week 

This week, students across the school have been participating in a variety of activities 

focused on bullying, friendship, kindness, respect and inclusion. 

Education and open conversations are essential in helping our students understand 

what bullying is, how it can make people feel and, importantly, what they can do if 

they experience or see unkind behaviour. Our school values of Respect, Inclusion 

and Responsibility are central to these conversations. 

We want every student to feel safe, valued and included at Echuca Twin Rivers     

Specialist School. Teaching these skills explicitly and providing students with        

opportunities to practise them is an important part of creating a positive and        

supportive school community. 

Soccer 

Recently, we welcomed specialist schools from Bendigo and Swan Hill to ETRSS for 

a fantastic soccer competition. It was wonderful to see students from different 

schools coming together, participating, encouraging one another and enjoying the 

opportunity to compete. 

Events such as these provide much more than just a sporting opportunity. They    

allow students to develop teamwork, communication, resilience and confidence 

while building friendships and connections with students from other schools. 

Our students represented ETRSS extremely well and demonstrated our school values 

of Respect, Inclusion and Responsibility throughout the day. Thank you to all 

the staff involved in organising the event and supporting our students. 

 



 

Malaysian Teachers Visit 

We have been very fortunate to welcome four Malaysian teachers to our school as part of a teacher-

exchange program. This is the second time we have had teachers from Malaysia visit Echuca Twin Rivers 

Specialist School, and it has been a wonderful opportunity for professional learning and cultural         

exchange. 

During their visit, the teachers have been observing our staff and students, learning about our teaching 

practices, programs and approaches to supporting students with disability. They are particularly         

interested in taking ideas and practices back to Malaysia that may assist in supporting students with  

disability in their own schools. 

Monday the 31st August is Malaysia Independence Day, and as part 

of our celebration, our visiting teachers will be travelling around the 

school and visiting classrooms to share some aspects of Malaysian     

culture with our students. This is a fantastic opportunity for our         

students to learn about another country and culture while also making 

connections with our visitors. 

We thank our Malaysian colleagues for spending time with us and for 

sharing their knowledge and     experiences. We hope they have enjoyed 

their time at ETRSS as much as we have enjoyed having them here. 

Athletics 

Our students have also been very busy participating in a range of athletic events. Many families will have 

seen the fantastic photos from our own ETRSS Athletics Day, where students had the opportunity to  

participate, have fun and celebrate their individual achievements. 

We are also proud that our students have the opportunity to participate alongside students from local 

primary and secondary schools at their athletics days. This provides valuable opportunities for inclusion 

and allows our students to be active members of the broader school community. 

As the term progresses, some students will also have the opportunity to compete at regional and        

state-level events. Towards the end of the term, a group of students will travel to Swan Hill to participate 

in the Special Schools Athletics event. 

It is fantastic to see our students giving things a go, supporting their friends and celebrating success in 

so many different ways. 

Wakakirri 

Wakakirri is a national Story-Dance festival where school students create and perform original stories 

through movement, music and dance. It provides students with an opportunity to express themselves 

creatively and to work together as part of a larger production. 

Judy has worked incredibly hard throughout the year, alongside our students and staff, to develop our 

ETRSS performance. The performance has now been recorded and submitted as part of the competition. 

We are looking forward to holding a special showing of the video for our school community shortly. We 

will also share the performance through our Facebook page so that families and our wider community 

can enjoy the wonderful work our students have created. 

A huge thank you to Judy and everyone who has contributed their time, energy and creativity to this  

project. It is a wonderful example of how music, drama and performance can provide opportunities for 

every student to participate, contribute and experience success. 



Special Person ï Father's Day 

Father's Day is coming up on Sunday 6 September. As we do each year, we will celebrate with our 

Special Person Stall on Friday 4 September. 

We recognise that families come in many different forms and that not every student has a father in their 

life. For this reason, we celebrate Special Person Day, allowing every student to choose and celebrate 

someone who is important to them. 

Individual classes may also have their own special activities planned, so please keep an eye out for      

information from your child's teacher. 

Most importantly, this is an opportunity for our students to recognise and celebrate the important     

people in their lives and to share something special with them. 

 

 

It continues to be a very busy and exciting time at Echuca Twin Rivers Specialist School. From            

construction of our new pool, to sporting opportunities, Book Week, cultural exchange, performing arts 

and our ongoing work with families, there is plenty happening across our school. 

I would like to thank our students, families and staff for the enthusiasm, support and positive spirit they 

continue to bring to our school community. It is a privilege to see our students learning, participating 

and growing in confidence each day. 
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Our Vision 
To provide     

inclusive and 

engaging   

learning that 

empowers all 

students for 

life 

 

 

Our Values 
Be Respectful       

Be Inclusive       

Be Responsible 

 

 

 

 

Shiv Maharaj  

Social Worker  
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Rushworth:  

0418 322 861 

Neil & Nicole 

 

Cohuna:  

0418 847 627 

Alan & Jeff, Tahlia, 
Cheryl & Kylie  

 

Elmore: 

0427 685 124 

Bill, Kevin, Jan &       
Judy  

 

Kyabram:  

0448 981 278 

Russell & Barb 

 

 
 


