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Curriculum day- student free 

Staff will be participating in a professional learning day on 

Friday 22nd Mach.  This will be a student free day.  The focus 

for the curriculum day will be a review of foundational 

knowledge of complex and developmental trauma and     

practical strategies to use in classroom / school settings.  

There will be a second follow up day on the 11th June.  This 

topic is extremely complex but extremely important.  We 

look forward to learning new skills and developing supports. 

SSG day 

Thanks to all of the families that attended the SSG day.  It is 

important to set high quality goals and work together to 

achieve them.  It is also important that positive relationships 

are built between school and home.  We love getting to know 

entire families and developing the skills of every student.  

Swimming sports 

Our swimming sports will be split over two days with the 

grades 3-6 students competing on Monday 4th March and the 

secondary students (Years 7-12) on Tuesday 5th March.  The 

sports will once again be held in Cohuna.  We book out the 

entire pool and the students get to use the water slide at the 

end of the day.  Keep an eye out for photos on Facebook. 

Cricket 

Ten of our senior students will be 
participating in a cricket carnival 
competition in Shepparton on 
Wednesday 13th March.  Students 
from several specialist schools will 
come together to compete and have 
fun.  Good luck to our team. 
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Echuca Twin Rivers 

Specialist School  

acknowledges the     

history, culture,        

diversity, and value of 

all Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait              

Islanders, and pays  

respect to their elders 

past and  present, as 

well as   acknowledging 

future  generations.  

 

  

Labour day 

A reminder that we have the Labour day holiday coming up soon.  The school will be 

closed on Monday 11th March.  I hope everyone has a lovely long weekend. 

 

Attendance 

We have started the year extremely well in regards to attendance.  Well done to all of 

the students and families!  It is important that students are always at school (unless 

they are unwell or have an important appointment).  The classroom teacher will be 

following up with a phone call if your child is away for two days or more.  Set good 

routines and go to bed at a reasonable hour.  We love having our students at school!   

 

Willow 

Early in the year Willow had a significant ear infection.  This 

caused her to be more subdued and unwell.  Thankfully she 

is getting back to her old self.  Willow has started her new 

timetable going in to classrooms.  Willow will be at school on 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.  Wednesday is her 

rest day.  Willow has enjoyed going on some early morning 

taxi runs.  She loves picking up the students and bringing 

them to school.  Willow also enjoyed all of her pats on SSG 

day. 

 

 

POSITIVE TARGETED BEHAVIOUR 

 

WE LOOK AFTER OUR BELONGINGS 

 

 



Willow the 

Wellbeing 

Dog 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Modelling using alternative and augmentative communication (AAC) is very 
important for communication partners to do across the day. The image below 
was discussed at a recent staff meeting.  

 

 

Here are some photos of staff modelling throughout the day on student and 
school devices, core word boards, PODD books, aided language displays, our 
playground banners and other communication tools.  

 

 

 

 

 

Every opportunity for a student to receive “input”  through their aided       
communication tool is another step towards student “output” with their AAC 
device or tool. When we model, there is no expectation of a response – the 
goal is “input” and exposure to the aided communication. It is about having 
fun and attributing meaning to the personalised activities and exchanges that 
occur throughout the day. Happy communication everyone! 

 

Sarah McKee 

School Speech Pathologist  

 

Sarah McKee—Speech Therapist 
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Rushworth:  

0418 322 861 

Neil, Anne & Sharon 

 

Cohuna:  

0418 847 627 

Alan & Jess  

 

Elmore: 

0427 685 124 

Bill, Kevin, Jan,  
Sandra & Mirinda 

 

Kyabram:  

0448 981 278 

Peter & Megan 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

Our Vision 
To provide     

inclusive and 

engaging   

learning that 

empowers all 

students for life 

 

 

 

Our Values 
Be Respectful       

Be Inclusive       

Be Responsible 



OUR SCHOOL 

Echuca Twin Rivers  

Specialist School        

provides education for 

children ages 5-18 

years with intellectual 

and  associated        

disabilities. It services 

the Campaspe and 

Murray Shire area.  

The school prides    

itself on having an 

open and welcoming 

environment that    

encourages parent and 

community              

participation.  

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Echuca Twin Rivers Specialist School 
66 Wilkinson Drive 
ECHUCA  VIC  3564 

Phone: (03) 5410 7700 press 1 
 

echuca.twin.rivers.ss@education.vic.gov.au   
https://ww.echucass.vic.edu.au 




